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(57) ABSTRACT

A method is disclosed for measuring pressure under a
flexible cover by utilizing electromagnetic waves. Laser
radiation is directed to the cover from a distance to generate
vibration or a mechanical wave at the cover at at least one
generation location of the cover on the basis of photoacous-
tic phenomena. Based on the electromagnetic waves, cover
vibrations are detected due to the mechanical wave, and
recorded to detect the mechanical wave at at least one
recording location and to form mechanical wave informa-
tion. Pressure information of pressure under the flexible
cover is detected based on at least one recorded signal.
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1
MEASUREMENT METHOD AND
ARRANGEMENT UTILIZING
ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVES

THE FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to measurement of physical eye
properties by utilizing photo-acoustic (PA) excitation of
electromagnetic wave signals in eye.

THE STATE OF THE ART

Essentially, the excitation and/or detection of electromag-
netic wave signals is to be performed by means of a beam
of electromagnetic wave or impulse waveform, produced
e.g. by a laser or pulsed laser source, which is for example
mediated via electromagnetic waveguide (e.g. an optical
fibre, collimator, lenses, masks and/or an arrangement of
mirrors) and targeted onto an eye of a patient. An input of the
electromagnetic wave into the eye is followed by electro-
magnetic-mechanical conversion (e.g. photo-acoustic con-
version) which generates heat and mechanical vibration into
the eye tissue. Correspondingly, at an output of electromag-
netic waves, mechanical vibrations of the eye tissue are
detected (e.g. by means of optical interferometry, optical
coherence tomography or laser Doppler vibrometry). The
objective is thereby to generate mechanical waves (e.g.
ultrasonic waves) to the eye and to detect said waves from
the eye. The potential applications relate especially to deter-
mination of an intraocular pressure, i.e. an eye pressure.

Intraocular pressure measurement is one of the key mea-
surements in ophthalmology, because glaucoma disease is a
leading cause of blindness in western countries. Higher
intraocular pressure is considered to be one of the key
factors in pathophysiology of glaucoma.

In US patent application US 2010/0249569A1 is pre-
sented a non-contact ultrasonic tonometer for intraocular
pressure measurements, in which is used piezo-electrical
transducers to perform excitation of frequency signals into
the eye. The positions of said transducers have to be exactly
measured, which causes complexity and slowness to the
intraocular pressure measurement procedure. Also tempera-
ture variations can be error sources in the intraocular pres-
sure measurement information together with possible errors
in said position measurements.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to accomplish an
improved pressure measurement method and arrangement
being accurate and practical to use in pressure measurement
applications. This is achieved by a method for measuring
pressure under a flexible cover by utilizing electromagnetic
waves. In the method laser radiation is directed to the cover
from a distance to generate vibration or mechanical wave to
the cover at at least one generation location in the cover on
the basis of photoacoustic phenomena, the generation loca-
tion being at least one point where the laser radiation hits the
cover, and in the method is detected on the basis of elec-
tromagnetic waves cover vibrations due to the mechanical
wave, is recorded the detected mechanical wave at at least
one recording location to form mechanical wave informa-
tion, and in the method is determined pressure information
of pressure under the flexible cover based on at least one
recorded signal.

An object of the invention is also an arrangement for
measuring pressure under a flexible cover by utilizing elec-
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tromagnetic waves. The arrangement comprises means for
forming and directing laser radiation to the cover from a
distance to generate vibration or mechanical wave to the
cover at at least one generation location in the cover on the
basis of photoacoustic phenomena, the generation location
being at least one point where the laser radiation hits the
cover, and means for detecting on the basis of electromag-
netic waves cover vibrations due to the mechanical wave,
means for recording the detected mechanical wave at at least
one recording location to form mechanical wave informa-
tion, and means for determining pressure information of
pressure under the flexible cover based on at least one
recorded signal.

The invention is based on utilization of vibration or
mechanical wave to a cover generated by laser radiation to
at least one generation location in the cover on the basis of
photoacoustic phenomena. In the invention is detected on
the basis of electromagnetic waves cover vibrations due to
the mechanical wave, and recorded the detected mechanical
wave at at least one recording location to form mechanical
wave information on the basis of which is determined
pressure information of pressure under the flexible cover.

The benefit of the invention is that error sources related to
pressure measurements are minimized because distance
information is not relevant and because the invention is not
sensitive to temperature variations in human body measure-
ments e.g. in intraocular pressure measurements or in blood
pressure measurements. Thus the invention enables practical
and fast pressure measurements which have less error
sources than prior art measurements.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

FIG. 1 presents a preferred embodiment according to the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In FIG. 1 is presented schematically an arrangement
according to the present invention for measuring pressure
under a flexible cover 202 by utilizing electromagnetic
waves. In the arrangement is formed and directed laser
radiation to the cover 202 from a distance 200 to generate
vibration or mechanical wave to the cover 202 at at least one
generation location 204 in the cover on the basis of photoa-
coustic phenomena. The generation location is at least one
point 206 where the laser radiation hits the cover 202. The
laser radiation is formed and directed by means 210, which
comprise for example laser diodes and focusing and direct-
ing means to form and direct the laser radiation preferably
to a scale of different frequencies. The means 210 can
generate the mechanical wave for example by tuning at least
one of centre frequency and pattern of the mechanical wave
to facilitate an in vivo excitation through the cover (202).

The arrangement of FIG. 1 comprises means 212 for
detecting on the basis of electromagnetic waves cover
vibrations due to the mechanical wave and means 214 for
recording the detected mechanical wave at at least one
recording location to form mechanical wave information. In
some embodiments of the invention the distance of said at
least one recording location 206 from said at least one
generation location 204 is known for example by being fixed
in the arrangement or by distance measurement(s). The
means 212 can be constructed for example by using at least
one of optical interferometry device, optical coherence
tomography device and laser Doppler vibrometry device.
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The means 212 can detect cover 202 vibrations for example
based on the detection of first arriving signal (FAS).

The arrangement of FIG. 1 further comprises means 216
for determining pressure information of the pressure under
the flexible cover 202 based on the recorded signal(s). The
means 214 and 216 can be realized by one or more prefer-
ably digital processor(s). In the example of FIG. 1 the means
214, 216 are located in a same computer unit 214, 216.

In one embodiment according to the invention pressure
under a flexible cover 202 is intraocular pressure, and the
flexible cover 202 is surface 202 of an eye. The arrangement
according to the invention can also comprise means for
measuring at least one of curvature of the eye, thickness of
a cornea of the eye and water content of the eye to form
additional measurement information to be utilized in the
determination of the intraocular pressure information.

In another embodiment according to the invention pres-
sure under a flexible cover 202 is blood pressure, and the
flexible cover 202 is wall 202 of a blood vessel. Blood
pressure is one of the most important parameters in emer-
gency and intensive care units treating critically ill or injured
patients. Also chronic elevated blood pressure is one of the
pathophysiological factors causing arterial diseases, stroke
and myocardial infarct.

Laser radiation excitation can be performed by different
frequencies to the eye 202 or to the blood vessel 202 or to
other flexible cover 202 of the embodiments according to the
invention in order to obtain vibration and/or resonance
information in different frequencies for the determination of
pressure information of eye or blood vessel or other flexible
cover. Thus frequency response information can be utilized
in the pressure information determination with or without
velocity information of mechanical wave (e.g. ultrasound
wave) in the eye 202 or in the blood vessel 202 or under or
in other flexible cover 202.

Next will be discussed related to FIG. 1 a more detailed
preferred embodiment according to the present invention,
said embodiment being especially related to eye pressure,
i.e. intraocular pressure measurements. By means 210 is
generated by utilizing electromagnetic waves at least one
mechanical wave at at least one generation location 204 into
the eye tissue. The eye 202 can be open or closed. Mea-
surement can be made from cornea or sclera of the eye. The
preferred arrangement comprises means 212 for detecting
the electromagnetic output. In said detection is detected by
means of electromagnetic waves eye tissue vibrations due to
at least one mechanical wave. In a preferred phase delayed
embodiment laser beam is guided through an optical fiber
where after it is absorbed to the eye tissue and generates for
example an ultrasound wave. Time-delayed excitation is
attained by employing a time delay (t,) between trigger
signals of for example laser diodes.

The arrangement comprises means 214 for recording the
detected at least one mechanical wave at at least one
recording location to form mechanical wave information.
Distance of said at least one recording location from said at
least one generation location is known. The arrangement
comprises means 216 for determining intraocular pressure
based on at least one recorded signal. Said means 214, 216
are arranged for example in a computer processor utilizing
calculative programs, when needed. The computer processor
214, 216 is presented schematically in the FIG. 1. Wired or
wireless data transmission is used between the computer
processor 214, 216 and the means 210, 212 to perform data
transmissions between them.

In the method according to the preferred embodiment is
generated by means of electromagnetic waves at least one
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mechanical wave at at least one generation location into the
eye 202 directly or through an eyelid. In the second method
step is detected by means of electromagnetic waves ocular
vibrations due to at least one mechanical wave, is recorded
the detected at least one mechanical wave at at least one
recording location to form mechanical wave information,
and distance of said at least one recording location from said
at least one generation location is known, and further in the
second method step is determined eye properties based on at
least one recorded signal. If the recorded signal is analyzed
based on signal amplitude in different frequencies, said
distance information and/or location information is not
necessarily relevant.

Different frequencies can be used. The preferred arrange-
ment can also comprise means 100 for tuning at least one of
centre frequency and pattern of the mechanical wave to
facilitate an in vivo excitation into the eye 202. The second
means 103 for detecting (FIG. 2) by means of electromag-
netic waves ocular vibrations comprise at least one of a
optical interferometer 103, optical coherence tomography
device 103 and laser Doppler vibrometer 103, and corre-
spondingly the detection of ocular vibrations is based on at
least one of optical interferometry, optical coherence tomog-
raphy and laser Doppler vibrometry. The optical interfer-
ometer 103, optical coherence tomography device 103 and
laser Doppler vibrometer 103 can also be named as electro-
magnetic wave sensors 103. The preferred detection of
ocular vibrations by the second means 103 is based on the
detection of at least one of first arriving signal (FAS). Eye
can be excited to different frequencies and the amplitude of
the mechanical wave detected. Different intraocular pres-
sures output different pattern of amplitudes at different
frequencies. Used frequencies can be for example ultra-
sound frequencies or lower frequencies such as even infra-
sound frequencies.

In following description is described in details one of the
preferred modes of the present invention. Photo-acoustic
(=PA, later on in this description) means, i.e. electromag-
netic wave sensors, essentially enable flexible tuning of the
excitation and detection which, by a number of ways, can
facilitate the in vivo excitation and detection of vibrations of
the surface of the eye. The idea is to generate a mode that is
strong and easy to recognize at the receiver. This mode
should also be able to differentiate between intraocular
pressures.

Tuning of excitation and/or detection by PA can be
comprised of the following aspects: A. Tuning of optical
wavelength (wavelength of the electromagnetic beam) so as
to provide maximal light absorption in the eye conditioned
on minimizing the absorption in the covering soft tissue. The
photoacoustic source (i.e. source of mechanical waves) is
thereby generated into the eye. B. Tuning of the shape of an
illuminated surface so as to produce the strongest possible
targeted mode at the receiver. Optimal shape can be, e.g., a
sphere, line or crest. C. Tuning of the mechanical (e.g.
ultrasonic) centre frequency of excitation, so as to provide
(a) optimal excitability and (2) sufficient (or optimal) sen-
sitivity to intraocular pressure. D. Tuning of the magnitude
of phase delay in the case of phase delayed excitation, so as
to facilitate selective excitation of one particular mode.

1. Photoacoustic (PA) means (e.g. optical fibre and/or lasers
diodes) enables to increase the number of sources due to

a smaller element diameter. The accuracy of assessment

of vibration or the accuracy of assessment of mechanical

wave velocity can thus be increased.
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2. Position of the photo-acoustic source or an array of
photo-acoustic sources can easily be scanned, so as to
further increase the accuracy of velocity determination.

3. PA means can enable rapid tuning of the acoustic centre
frequency of excitation, so as to enable assessment of
dispersion of the first arriving signal (FAS) velocity,
successively from rapidly iterated measurements by scan-
ning the centre frequency.

4. Proper choice of the optical wavelength to minimize
optical absorption in the eyelid in case the measurement
is performed through the eyelid. The lower the optical
absorption the weaker the PA source is. When the PA
source is weak in the soft tissue, energy excited into
interference modes in the soft tissue is also weak.

5. Proper choice of the optical wavelength to minimize
optical scattering, so as to enable sharp beam towards the
eye.

6. Proper choice of optical wavelength to maximize the
optical absorption in the eye, so as to produce a strong PA
source to the eye.

7. Proper tuning of the acoustic excitation frequency, so as
to facilitate the excitation of A0Q through the soft tissue
coating. The AO is most efficiently excited at very low
ultrasonic frequencies, preferably at 20-120 kHz, how-
ever, piezo elements of such frequencies have inappro-
priately large diameter for the purpose. PA means enable
point sources at such frequencies.

8. In the method and arrangement according to the present
invention is preferably properly adjusted the shape and
size of area irradiated by the laser (preferably a narrow
line), so as to maximize the amount of photoacoustic
energy within the safety limits for the human tissue, but
to minimize the surface area to facilitate the excitation
into the eye. The excitation power is a function of the
beam intensity and the surface area irradiated.

9. Phase delayed excitation by an array of sources can be
used to further facilitate the excitation of AO.

10. Implementation of a point or narrow line detector, also
enabled by PA means.

11. Important features are convenient position adjustments
and appropriate feedback based on the ultrasound signal
being measured during the fine adjustments of the posi-
tion. The main requirements are reasonably rapid and
reproducible positioning.

12. According to the experience from present US devices, a
hand-held probe together with instant response from the
measured signal enable intuitive positioning.
Alternatively, the PA source can be packed together with

one or two PA receivers inside a hand-held probe,
wherein the source is implemented by a laser diode or
an array of laser diodes and the receiver by, e.g., a pair
of interferometric detectors. Such a design can provide
a potential embodiment for the entire photoacoustic
(PA) device, which is suitable for clinical use.

13. If measurements are made through for example an eyelid
it may be preferred to carefully choice several parameters
(such as for example optical wavelength and beam inten-
sity, tuning the PA source for optimal acoustic wave-
length, and potentially hampering the propagation of
interference modes) simultaneously or partly simultane-
ously.

14. A means enable flexible tuning of the excitation (and
detection).

a. Point or point-like (including thin line) sources are
enabled also at very low frequencies (f=20-120 kHz).
PA means also enable implementation of point-like
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detectors. The point-like source and receivers are
known to be optimal for facilitating the excitation and
detection.

b. Instantaneous tuning of the centre frequency of ultra-
sonic excitation by certain PA sources (laser diodes), so
as to enable dispersion assessment of transient ultra-
sound modes (such as the FAS).

c. Phase-delayed excitation to further facilitate the exci-
tation of ultrasonic modes. Advantages of PA arise from
the possibility to point-like sensor elements, which
enable inclusion of several sensor elements inside a
short clinical array probe.

15. Device design which may be of critical importance for
the success with clinical applications of the method
proposed.

Although the invention has been presented in reference to
the attached figures and specification, the invention is by no
means limited to those, as the invention is subject to
variations within the scope allowed for by the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for measuring intraocular pressure under a
surface of an eye by utilizing electromagnetic waves, com-
prising:

directing laser radiation to the surface from a distance to

generate vibration or a mechanical wave at the surface
at at least one generation location of the surface based
on a photoacoustic phenomena, the generation location
being at least one point where the laser radiation hits
the surface;

detecting, based on electromagnetic waves, surface vibra-

tions due to the mechanical wave by using at least one
of optical interferometry, optical coherence tomogra-
phy and laser Doppler vibrometry;

recording detected surface vibrations at at least one

recording location to form mechanical wave informa-
tion; and

determining pressure information of intraocular pressure

under the surface of the eye based on at least one
recorded signal of the recording location.

2. A method according to claim 1, comprising:

measuring at least one of curvature of an eye, thickness of

a cornea of an eye and water content of an eye to form
additional measurement information for determining
intraocular pressure information.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein a distance of
said at least one recording location from said at least one
generation location is known.

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the detecting
of surface vibrations is based on a detection of a first arriving
signal (FAS).

5. A method according to claim 4, comprising:

generating the mechanical wave by tuning at least one of

a centre frequency and a pattern of the mechanical
wave to facilitate an in vivo excitation through the
surface.

6. A method according to claim 1, wherein a distance of
said at least one recording location from said at least one
generation location is known.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the detecting
of surface vibrations is based on a detection of a first arriving
signal (FAS).

8. A method according to claim 1, comprising:

generating the mechanical wave by tuning at least one of

a centre frequency and a pattern of the mechanical
wave to facilitate an in vivo excitation through the
surface.
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9. A method according to claim 1, wherein the generation
location is a cornea or schlera of an eyeball.
10. A method according to claim 1, wherein the genera-
tion location is a cornea or schlera of an eyeball.
11. An arrangement for measuring intraocular pressure
under a surface of an eye by utilizing electromagnetic
waves, the arrangement comprising:
means for forming and directing laser radiation to a
surface from a distance to generate vibration or a
mechanical wave at the surface at at least one genera-
tion location of the surface based on photoacoustic
phenomena, the generation location being at least one
point where the laser radiation hits the surface;

means for detecting, based on electromagnetic waves,
surface vibrations due to the mechanical wave by using
at least one of an optical interferometer, an optical
coherence tomography device and a laser Doppler
vibrometer;

means for recording detected surface vibrations at at least

one recording location to form mechanical wave infor-
mation; and

means for determining intraocular pressure under surface

of an eye based on at least one recorded signal of the
recording location.

12. An arrangement according to claim 11, comprising:

means for measuring at least one of curvature of an eye,

thickness of a cornea of an eye and water content of an
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eye to form additional measurement information for
determination of intraocular pressure information.

13. An arrangement according to claim 12, wherein a
distance of said at least one recording location from said at
least one generation location is known.

14. An arrangement according to claim 13, wherein the
means for detecting surface vibrations is configured to detect
a first arriving signal (FAS).

15. An arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the
means for forming and directing laser radiation is configured
to generate a mechanical wave by tuning at least one of
centre frequency and pattern of the mechanical wave to
facilitate an in vivo excitation through a surface of an eye.

16. An arrangement according to claim 11, wherein a
distance of said at least one recording location from said at
least one generation location is known.

17. An arrangement according to claim 11, wherein the
means for detecting surface vibrations is configured to detect
a first arriving signal (FAS).

18. An arrangement according to claim 11, wherein the
means for forming and directing laser radiation is configured
to generate a mechanical wave by tuning at least one of a
centre frequency and pattern of the mechanical wave to
facilitate an in vivo excitation through a surface of an eye.
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